
    

   

   

 

           

         

    

  

  

           

 

  

        

          

       

 

  

   

        

           

      

             

      

  

         

      

   

             

            

              

           

        

        

      

          

           

          

  

    

         

 

   

          

       

             

 

        

    

   

Society of Ohio Archivists Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 

9-10 am (EST)

Attendees: Michelle Ganz, Betsey Hedler, Jennifer Long Morehart, Sara Mouch, Amber Bales, Matt Francis, 

Sophia McGuire, Hannah Kemp-Severence, Jim DaMico, Julia Teran, Emily Rebmann, Christine Liebson, 

Darrell Blevins, Shelby Beatty (minutes) 

1. Welcome

a. President Jennifer Long Morehart calls the meeting to order at 9:03 am.

2. Minutes

a. Vote for approval: December 2, 2025 meeting minutes.

i. Long Morehart calls to approve meeting minutes from 12/2/2025. JEDAI Co-Chair

Michelle Ganz motions, Treasurer Sophia McGuire seconds, motion carries.

3. Reports

a. Treasurer

i. McGuire – Fourth quarter deposit will be coming in soon. Membership renewals typically

come in bulk during the first quarter. I’ve filed our IRS e-postcard for organizations that

operate under $50,000 by the January 15 deadline.

1. Long Morehart – Thank you for getting the tax filing documentation. This is

helpful for the History Day awards and our Erie Insurance coverage.

b. Advocacy & Outreach

i. Christine Liebson – Currently voting on this year’s poster theme. We’re also starting a

set of blog posts related to America 250.

c. Educational Programming

i. Sara Mouch – We met to get updates from the joint committees on MAC/SOA annual

meeting progress. They’re still looking for poster session submissions. I will be reaching

out to MAC to make sure our silent auction efforts won’t overlap with their efforts, or if

there is a way to work together. We decided to not have any additional SOA

programming this winter and want to plan regular programming for following years.

d. Justice, Equity, Diversity, Accessibility, and Inclusion (JEDAI)

i. Ganz – Michelle Jennings had to step away from the committee due to work

commitments. We want to thank her for her service. We will discuss putting out a call for

a new member. We determined our goals for 2026 to be looking at toolkits and

supporting Advocacy & Outreach. We submitted an update to the scholarship

description, application, and rubric.

e. Marketing & Communications

i. Amber Bales – Instagram takeovers are still and option for interested institutions with

spring.

f. Membership & Awards

i. Julia Teran – Membership renewal letter was sent out. We started advertising for the

merit award and started discussing the JEDAI scholarship with JEDAI. Also, Ohio

History Day is coming up on April 18, so please reach out if you’re interested in being a
judge.

1. Betsey Hedler – There are currently 75 members on the roll, which is decent

since everyone’s membership expired in December.

g. Mentorship Task Force



           

           

         

 

  

          

          

      

  

             

   

 

    

           

          

     

   

 

   

    

             

             

             

 

       

 

            

            

          

    

       

   

                

            

 

    

          

 

        

 

 

 

 

i. Long Morehart – Our initial member, College McDonough, was unable to continue, but

Savannah Gold has joined. The task force has created survey questions and is meeting

with Marketing & Communications to discuss a plan for promoting and sharing

questions.

h. Nominating

i. Past President Matt Francis – We had our first call for nominations go out recently.

Thanks to everyone that helped share the call. We’re working on recruiting, so if you or

anyone you know is interested in serving on the committee, please reach out.

i. Newsletter

i. Long Morehart – Thanks to Jessica and her work on the newsletter. There is a deadline

coming up in February.

4. New Business

a. Approval of Nominating Committee members–C. J. Jacobs and Toni Vanden Bos

i. Long Morehart calls to approve C.J. Jacobs and Toni Vanden Bos as Nominating 
Committee members. JEDAI Co-chair Hannah Kemp-Severence motions, McGuire 
seconds, motion carries.

5. Old Business

a. SOA OHRAB representative update

i. Long Morehart – Thank you, Sophia, for being willing to serve as SOA’s OHRAB 
representative. There will be an OHRAB meeting on January 30 to approve our new rep. 
SOA leadership also has an upcoming meeting with MAC, so let me know if you have 
any questions.

b. OHRAB/CARMA/OPC/SOA Advocacy effort debrief/Discussion on SOA advocacy moving 
forward

i. Long Morehart – We met with the Ohio History Connection to discuss staff reductions. I 
sent our notes out in December after the meeting. Since then, Megan Wood has met 
with Jen Haney Connover. I haven’t heard anything about the OHC SOA newsletter 
article, so I will send Megan a reminder.

1. Hedler – The newsletter deadline in February 23.

c. Coffee Chat

i. Council At-Large Jim DaMico – Darrell and I hosted a coffee chat related to copyright in 
January. 28 people registered and 15 attended. The next chat will probably be in April.

6. Upcoming Meetings

a. Next Meeting - Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 9-10 am via Microsoft Teams

7. Long Morehart adjourns the meeting at 9:25 am.









 
    

    
      
  

 
     

 
   

 
    

      
  

              
             

             
           

   
       

    
      
        
              

  
        

    
           

 

 
 

         
      

          
            

 
 

 

Date: January 27, 2026 
Committee: Advocacy and Outreach 
Co-chairs: Christine Liebson (incoming)/Emily Rebmann (incoming) 
Members: Connie 

Conner 
Jacky Johnson Jim McKinnon Collette 

McDonough 
Ken Grossi Dana 

Best-Mizsak 
Sarah Aisenbrey Natalie Fritz 

Nina Herzog Amanda Dowler 
Mission/Summary: 
The mission of the Advocacy and Outreach Committee is to advocate for archives and 
archivists by responding to issues impacting the role of archives and archivists in 
society and to provide outreach programming throughout the state of Ohio relating to 
Statehood Day, Archives Month, and communicating news from local, state, and 
national archives-related outlets. 
New mission statement as of December 2024 
Goals for the Year: 
● Create the Archives Month poster 
● Have an unveiling event for the poster 
● Generate content for the SOA Blog that relates to advocating for Ohio’s archives 

and archivists 
● Collaborate with other SOA committees as needed 

Ongoing / Monthly updates: 
● Current voting to confirm 2026 poster theme (due Feb 3) 

Upcoming 

● February will begin solicitations for photographs for poster 
● Blogs–content scheduling for next month 

○ Series to focus on America 250 beginning in March 
● Still open to collaboration with other committees in the new year 





   

     

  

       

      

 

    

  

  

  

   

   

    

  

 

  

 

   

   

    

       

 

 

         

       
     

    

    

  

   

        

 

         

       

          

          

   

Date: January 27, 2026 

Committee: Society of Ohio Archivists Justice, Equity, Diversity, Accessibility, and Inclusion 

(JEDAI) Committee 

Co-Chairs: Michelle Ganz, Dominican Sisters of Peace (2025- , co-chair 2025-2027) 

Hannah Kemp-Severence, University of Akron (2023- , co-chair 2024-2025; 

2025-2026) 

Members: Madeline Fix, (2020- ) Meghan Crawford, Capital 

University (2024- ) 

Arjun Sabharwal, The University of 

Toledo (2023- ) 

Savannah Gould, Akron Summit 

County Public Library (2024- ) 

Niel White, (2024- ) 

Kelly Hummingbird, Association of Tribal 

Archives, Libraries, and Museums 

(ATALM) (2025- ) 

Mission/Summary: 

The JEDAI Committee is responsible for identifying, promoting, developing, and educating on 

antiracist and social justice efforts, actions, and resources for SOA Council, Committees, and 

Membership. 

Goals: 

• Evaluate SOA internal processes and come up with plans for improvement. 

• Coordinate with the Membership and Awards committee to draft the description, 
criteria, and rubric for a JEDAI scholarship. 

Ongoing Issues and Challenges: 

• Continued discussions with stakeholders regarding scholarship description, 

application and rubric 

Accomplished Goals: 

• Submitted draft application and rubric for JEDAI scholarship to co-chairs of Awards 

Committee 

• Determined goals for 2026 – toolkits for certain issues/events like oral histories 

• Discussed how we can support the advocacy committee 

• Michele Jennings has had to step down from the committee due to work 

commitments. We want to thank her for her service to the committee and SOA 

Society of Ohio Archivists Committee Reports 











  

     

     

    
  

 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

   
 

 

 

  

   
  

 
   

 

   

   

   

  

 

  

   

   
  

    

  

   
   
   

 

Society of Ohio Archivists Committee Reports 

Date: December 02, 2025 

Committee: Ohio Archivist Newsletter 

Editor: Jessica Heys, Independent Archives Contractor, Kettering Foundation 
(News & Notes Asst Ed, Fall 2017-current; 
Interim Editor, Spring 2022; Editor-in-Chief, Fall 2022--Spring 2026) 

Asst Editors: Jessica Heys, 
News & Notes 
(Fall 2017-Current) 

Michelle Ganz, 
DEAI 
(Spring 2023-) 

Emily Ahlin, 
Farewell Emily! 
(Spring 2023-Fall 2025) 

Penelope Shumaker, 
Digital Discussion 
(Fall 2023-) 

Emily Rinaman, 
Features 
(Fall 2025-) 

Mission/Summary: 

The Ohio Archivist is the official newsletter of the Society of Ohio Archivists. Its primary mission is to 
serve as a conduit for information about SOA and its membership. The Ohio Archivist also publishes 
articles containing general information about the archival profession, especially as it relates to archivists 
located within Ohio and the Midwest. (Approved by Council on 2/12/2010.) 

Goals for the Year: 

• See if anyone else would like to take over the newsletter 
• I am continuing to do the News & Notes for now 
• Rethinking and expanding content topic areas 
• Pay more attention to readership tracking/statistics 
• Send out regular Guidelines reminders 

https://ohioarchivists.org/ohioarchivist/ohioarchivist_guidelines/ 

Ongoing Issues and Challenges: 

• Involvement / inclusion 
• Improve as editor 
• Gain readership 

Accomplished Goals: 

• Fall 2025 issue published 
• New Assist Editor Emily Rinaman started Fall 2025 
• Assistant Editor Emily Ahlin stepped down after Fall 2025 

https://ohioarchivists.org/ohioarchivist/ohioarchivist_guidelines/
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