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Four key points

Risk to archives is inevitable and increasing because of climate change
The main line of defense against archival loss is people

We can learn from the precedent of the New Deal

We need a Green New Deal to ensure a future for archives
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Key Point #1

1. Risk to archives is inevitable and increasing because of climate change



Climate change and archives
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Climate risks to cultural heritage in archives are unevenly
distributed across the U.S.
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+ Climate risk analysis and mapping can inform adaptation efforts.
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Hurricane Katrina

https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna9316512



Key Point #2

2. The main line of defense against archival loss is people



Closure of Georgia Archives

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/27/us/budget-cuts-to-limit-public-access-to-georgia-archives.html



CoSA data

2020 Census Pop
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Key Point #3

3. We can learn from the precedent of the New Deal



Historical Records Survey
in Cincinnati and Cleveland

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p267401coll34/id/4239/
https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p267401coll34/id/5475



HRS Survey Forms
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SAS 1169, Historical Records Survey, Archives and Library, Ohio History Connection



HRS Survey Forms

SAS 1169/

SAS 1163, Historical
Records Survey,
Archives and Library,
Ohio History
Connection



Historical Records Survey in Cincinnati

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015041071054&view=1up&seq=1



Resettlement
Administration/
Farm Security
Administration

"Destitute pea pickers in California. Mother of
seven children. Age thirty-two. Nipomo,
California” 1936

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017762891/
https://guides.loc.gov/migrant-mother



Resettlement Administration/
Farm Security Administration

“Cheap partly-constructed houses lacking
water and sewage, Lockland, Ohio” 1935

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017714513/



DOCUMERICA

“Car has just entered the safety lane
at an auto emission inspection station
in downtown Cincinnati, Ohio.” 1975.

Inspections began in 1940 and were
made on a semi-annual basis until
January, 1975 when they became an
annual event. In addition to the safety
check all light duty, spark ignition
powered motor vehicles are hooked up
to an exhaust analyzer and monitored
for carbon monoxide and hydrocarbon
emissions. Officials hoped to have 74
percent of the cars in Cincinnati and
Norwood inspection by the end of
1975

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/557875



Lessons from

Ohio’s Archivists:
The Ohio Network




Lessons from Ohio’s
Archivists:
Ohio Labor History
Project




Key Point #4

4. We need a Green New Deal to ensure a future for archives



A Green New Deal for Archivists

. Establishing appropriate archivist and records manager staffing for
archives with vital records

. Partnering with emergency management and planning authorities
for adaptation and inland migration

. Archivists as research partners for policy decisions
. Data management partnerships with scientists

. Bioregional documentation strategies



WPA lllinois Art Project, https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3f05175/ Aaron Hughes, https://justseeds.org/graphic/warehouse-workers-for-justice-earth-day-to-may-day-day-7/



