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Interviewee Wilber Saneholtz with fellow 
servicemen during flight training



P r es enta tion 
Over view

• Who we are
• The collection
• Ohio History Fund
• Grant application process
• Project workflow
• Challenges and lessons learned
• Publicity



COLLECTIONS
University Archives, 
regional history 
collections, National 
Student Affairs 
Archives, special 
collections

STRENGTHS
Civil War history, 
women, labor, 
agriculture, religion 
(Christian churches)

TECHNOLOGY
Omeka (finding aids, 
digital collections/ 
exhibits), Avalon 
(streaming media), 
Z- DAM (DAM system), 
Preservica (digital 
preservation), 
ArchivesSpace
(finding aids, in -
progress)

About Us



About the 
Col lection

M S - 0 8 7 1 :  H I S T O R Y  3 0 3  
W O R L D  WA R  I I  
I N T E R V I E W S

• 108 audio/video recordings
• Created 2000 - 2004 for a History 

of World War II course taught by 
Drs. Kathren Brown and Walter 
Grunden

• "To give voice to individuals who 
experienced war and to produce a 
useable historical record"

• Prior access to collection was 
difficult to facilitate due to 
formats

Interviewee Cathryn Hitchcox, nurse at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas



Income tax c h e c k- o f fs , m a s to d o n  

lic e n s e  p la te s , d e s ig n a te d  

d o n a tio n s

B ric ks  &  Mo rta r , O rg a n iza tio n a l 

De v e lo p m e n t, Pro g ra m s  &  

C o lle c tio n s

O h io - b a s e d  n o n p ro f it 

o rg a n iza tio n s a n d  p u b lic  e n titie s ;  

re q u ire s  m a tc h in g

Ohio His tor y 
F und



One year to complete upon award

C A C  s ta f f  ( Mic h e lle  a n d  Nic k) ;  De p t.  

o f  His to ry  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t;  

v e n d o rs  fo r  o u ts o u rc e d  p o rtio n s

R e c e iv e d  $ 6 ,7 0 0  f ro m  a n  in itia l 

re q u e s t fo r  $ 10 ,7 0 0 ;  De p t.  o f  His to ry  

fu n d in g  fo r  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t 

p ro v id e d  m a jo rity  o f  o u r  m a tc h

Gr a nt 
Appl ica tion 

P r oces s



P r oject W or k f low

C O M P O N E N T S

• Fall 2018
⚬ Dig itiza tio n ( O u ts o u rc e d )

• S p rin g  2 0 19

⚬ Tra n s c r ip tio n s a n d  c lo s e d  

c a p tio n s  ( O u ts o u rc e d )

⚬ Me ta d a ta  a n d  q u a lity  c o n tro l

⚬ O n lin e  d e liv e ry



V E N D O R  S E L E C T I O N

Obtained q u o te s  f ro m  fo u r  m e d ia  

d ig itiza tio n  v e n d o rs ;  s e le c te d  

Me m n o n  b a s e d  o n  e s tim a te d  c o s t 

a n d  e s ta b lis h e d  w o rk w ith  In d ia n a  

Un iv e rs ity 's  Me d ia  Dig itiza tio n  a n d  

Pre s e rv a tio n  In itia tiv e

Digitiz a tion



PRESERVATION 
M A S T E R S

• Audio: 24/96 BWF
• Video:

• Format: NTSC
• Codec: FFv1 

uncompressed
• Resolution: 

720x486px, 

4 :2 :2

PRODUCTION 
MASTERS

• Audio: 24/96 BWF
• Video:

• Format: NTSC 
• Codec: MPEG - 2
• Resolution: 

720x512px, 4:2:
2

ACCESS COPIES
• Audio: 192 kbps 

MPEG- 4
• Video:

• Format: MPEG - 4
• Codec: H.264
• Resolution: 

720x486px, 4:2:0

Digitiz a tion
D E L I V E R A B L E S  ( 3  M O N T H S )



V E N D O R  S E L E C T I O N  

• Selected Rev based on 
rates ($1 per minute) 
and recommendations 
on archival listservs

• All other options were 
cost - prohibitive

T r a ns cr iptions  a nd Clos ed Ca ptions



T r a ns cr iptions  a nd Clos ed 
Ca ptions
D E L I V E R A B L E S  ( 5  M O N T H S )

VIDEOA UDIO
Microsoft Word document SRT plain text 

file
SRT 

example
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R E F O R M AT T I N G

Graduate student 

r e f o r m a tte d  tr a n s c r ip tio n s  

to  a d h e r e  to  th e  B a y lo r  

In s t itu te  o f  O r a l His to r y  s ty le  

g u id e ;  s a v e d  a s  s e a r c h a b le  

P DFs

M E TA D ATA

G r a d u a te  s tu d e n t e n te r e d  

Du b lin  C o r e  m e ta d a ta  f o r  

e a c h  o r a l h is to r y  in  a n  Exc e l 

X S L f ile

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  R E V I E W

G r a d u a te  s tu d e n t r e v ie w e d  

a ll r e c o r d in g s  a g a in s t  

tr a n s c r ip tio n s  a n d  c lo s e d  

c a p tio n s ;  c o r r e c te d  e r r o r s

T R A I N I N G

T r a in e d De p a r tm e n t o f  

His to r y  g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t in  

Du b lin  C o r e  m e ta d a ta  a n d  

a c c e s s ib ilty  d o c u m e n t 

s ta n d a r d s



Online Del iver y
B R I N G I N G  I T  A L L  T O G E T H E R  ( 2  
M O N T H S )

Host platform for 
d ig ita l e xh ib it;  

re c o rd in g s  

e m b e d d e d  in to  

ite m  re c o rd s  f ro m  

A v a lo n

S c a n n e d  

s u p p le m e n ta l 

m a te r ia ls  a n d  

v id e o  s tills  u s e d  fo r  

e xh ib it ic o n s , 

u p lo a d e d  to  O m e ka

Du b lin  C o re  XS L 

c o n v e rte d  to  C S V , 

u p lo a d e d  to  

O m e ka  to  b a tc h  

c re a te  ite m  

re c o rd s

Ho s t p la tfo rm  fo r  

a c c e s s  c o p ie s  o f  

re c o rd in g s  

( v id e o s  b u n d le d  

w ith  S R T f ile s )
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• PRESS RELEASE

• OVERSIZED POSTCARD

• SOCIAL MEDIA

• SLIDE ON CAMPUS 
SCREENS



LEGAL 
P A P E R W O R K

To the degree 
that you can, 
have all 
parties that 
will review your 
project do so 
before grant 
submission

BLANK SPACE
Ask vendor to 
remove 
irrelevant and 
blank
content from 
access files; it is 
time - consuming 
to do it yourself

ANTICIPATE 
DONATIONS
As people learn 
about your project, 
be prepared to 
answer questions 
about recording 
new stories, 
donations of objects 

Les s ons  Lea r ned

K N O W  T H E  
C O N T E N T

O ra l h is to r ie s  m a y  

c o n ta in  o f fe n s iv e  

o r  h a te fu l 

la n g u a g e  m e ritin g  

a n  

a c kn o w le d g e m e n t 

o r  a d v is o ry  

s ta te m e n t



D I G I TA L  E X H I B I T  D E M O

https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/exhibits/show/wwii_oral_histories


NICK PAVLIK
npavlik@bgsu.edu
(419)372 - 7914

MICHELLE SWEETSER
msweets@bgsu.edu
(419)372 - 8085

Conta ct Us
W E  W O U L D  L O V E  T O  

H E A R  F R O M  Y O U !
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