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NEH Common Heritage grant

➢ Established in 2015

➢ Aims to capture the cultural heritage preserved in our homes, 

family histories and life stories

➢ Supports digitization of cultural heritage materials and the 

organization of public programming at community events



Mission 

Spark discovery of Ohio's stories. Embrace 
the present, share the past and transform 

the future.



Core Values

➢ Relevance

➢ Authenticity

➢ Inclusivity

➢ Stewardship

➢ Working Together



Gay Ohio History Initiative (GOHI) 

➢ Established in 2005

➢ Collaborative project of the Ohio 

History Connection and Outlook 

Media



Gay Ohio History Initiative (GOHI) 
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Project goals

➢ LGBTQ Community Day

➢ GOHI Community Collection



Community Day activities

➢ Exhibitor tables

➢ Collections display table

➢ Curator talks

➢ Echoes in Time Theater presentation



Community partners

➢ Primary grant partner - Outlook Media

➢ Stonewall Columbus*

➢ Ohio Lesbian Archives* 

➢ Columbus chapter of GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 

Education Network)

➢ Equality Ohio

➢ Kaleidoscope Youth Center



Community Collection - Digitization

➢ Digitization of both two and three-dimensional objects

➢ Limit five items per person

➢ 30 minute appointments  

○ Opened scheduling to public prior to event

➢ Two scanning stations

➢ One photography station

➢ Copy of digital files given to participants on USB drive



Digitization agreement forms

➢ Created two digitization agreement forms

○ Non-exclusive rights to digital files

○ Only using OHC scanning services



Digitization item information forms



Marketing



The best-laid plans...

➢ NBC 4 hosts Shred-It Day at Ohio Expo Center

➢ 45 minute (or longer) wait times to enter OHC parking lot



2016 LGBTQ Community Day
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What we learned

➢ Logistics

➢ Staffing

➢ Overall experience



Post LGBTQ Community Day



Next LGBTQ Community Day

Saturday, September 23, 2017

Ohio History Center

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

For more information: gohi.org 



Thank you!


