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Developing & Promoting
Digital Archives: A Case Study

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
beginning of the American Civil War, Miami

University Libraries created a digital collection of
important Civil War materials.

http://digital.lib.muohio.edu/civilwar
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Project Goals

» Libraries' mission to promote unique
materials

* Promote use of manuscripts in Special
Collections

* |Improve access to the collections




The Collections

» Civil War diaries of Union
soldiers

» Samuel Richey Collection of
the Southern Confederacy

» Selections from Miscellanea
Collection, including Union Gt
soldiers’ letters, slavery b e
documents, and Abraham
Lincoln letter




Selection & Metadata

« More is More: Scan
Everything!

* Processed Collections Ideal

* Metadata for digital objects
extracted from MARC
records and finding aids
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
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The Samuel Richey Collection of the Southern Confederacy
1805-1915

OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION

Thie: Thie Sarmusell achey Callection af the Scuthem Canfederacy

Cresion. Satbon €., Rickhey and Samusl W, fichey

Dt 1805 1915

Wadia Comespondence, manucript documents, printed material, photograpks.
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This collection inchudes gver 500 pleces of comrespondence and docwmengis relating to
fafferson Davis, president of the Confederats 5
g 6.1, Beaurngard, Brasten Brage Samus| Coog
e A Seddon, £, Kirky Smith, Richard Tay A Willism H, Thomas, amang alhes nalad
i ehie Cival War and the mid- to bte- 19" cemtury. Correspondence of varina Oavis
Wary Randolph Custis Lea, and Mary Custls Lee, together with some phategraphs and cther
pieves of ephemara, can alsa e in the onlbection

tes.of Amaerica, and Confederate generals,

Lara.

PROVENANCE OF THE COLLECTION

This Gellction wes bigun by Juiton C. Richey (1BIP-1900). Afue studying 31 Misenil Unasraity
in 1854 and 1855, Richery worked a1 a druggit in Owlord, Ohic from 1857 1o 1891 Richey also
served a5 treasurer of Miami Unbversity 1855 1900} and the village of Cufond | 187415900,




Website design

e 'p Y,
What system to use and why: 170 CONTENTdm®
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» File formats and record structure

(e.g. compound objects) -

o

Batch upload/edit of metadata



Viewers & handwritten files

 Large & high-res files

* General user expectations
regardless of devices/browsers

(e.g. zoom in/out & full screen)

* |Integration of viewers in
different systems

(e.g. Flash and non-flash)



Web accessibility

* Transcripts are great ... but time-consuming @
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* Some crowdsourcing tools:
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* Once you have text,



® Search

» Al of Dightal Collactions

* This Commisn ity

Current website
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DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
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Civil War Collections

To comvramorate the §50th snnversery of the beginning of the Amencan Sl War, Migmi University Libracies has
CPRatd & WM COTRCTON OF IMEOrtEnt Civil Wias Matariali in Gur comscTions, Ansng 17 MAnGScriptn housed In the

W Spsual G arw pavaral Clvil War daries, (e kapt by M) studems and thess by locsl
O commmunity mammbars whi 10ak up Brma to Aght for tha Unian. Tha diariats, all of whom sarved as mambers of
e Dfeg Vohuntier Infantry, record theiv impregsions and axpariances on & variaty of tapie, Mcluding thes
wherrapiod coflege sudin, fhe dady iify of & soliber, milary engagemanis and naws fram the home freel. The
Sl Ruchy Collaction of the Southarn Confederscy miludes aver 300 paces of MBNUSCFIBL COMMENEONdEnts,
sty And sphomars relating to Confedarate Prasidant Jeffarson Davis, his cabinat mamiors and his genarals,
nchodineg lames A. Saddon, G.T. Besuregard, Braxten Bregg, Samuel Cooper, Joseph E. johmston and Robart . Leo.
Thee Rucrey Collection sisn includes carrespandence by Varing Davis and general correspandence by clerks, soldiars
B Crlil Syuring Bnd BREF The Coil War,

Browse and explore our two NEW sub-collections:
* Coih War Dianies Collection
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Miami Usiversity Libraries | Oudfiord, Ohio 45058 | 513.529.4141 | Home: Digital Collnctions

Title: Correspondence from Henry Watking Allen to Allen Thomas, dated Januery 20, 1864
Author: Allen, Henry Watkins
Description: Turned over command of brigade to Thomas; way to secure promotion
Date: 2011-09-02
®
i

Files in this item

S7551782 133 pdf 179.8Kb PDF View/Open

This item appears in the following Caollection{s)
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Home Correspondence from Rose O'Neal Greanhow to Jefferson Davis, dated January 18, 1864
# Reference URL Share & Add tags & Comment Rate u | u | e

Correspondence from Rose O'Neal Greenhow to Jefferson Davis, dated January 18, 1864

Comespondence from Rose O'Neal Greenhow to Jefferson Davis, dated January 18,
1864
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View Description Correspondence from Rose
m View Image & Text 5 Dawnload ~ = Print O'Heal Greenhow to Jeflerson
Davis, dated January 18, 1864
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Promotion of Collection

* |ncorporated into Library-wide Civil War
programming, including symposium, book
discussions, and film series

' Miami University

* Distributed promotional TR | ol
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* Opportunities in classroom
and reading room to publicize



Publicity Opportunities

The American Civil War
Why It Still Matters

Thursday, November 104
King Library, Room 320 = from 4 to 5:30 pm

images of the American Civil War - Alexander Streat Press, LLC




Future of Collection

* Scanning and uploading more materials

» Continued outreach and collaboration with
faculty to incorporate collection in the
classroom...

* Migrating to CONTENTdm

R Miami University
Libraries
Civil War
Digital Collections
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http:/idigital.lib.muochio.edu/civilwar/
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