
Developing & Promoting 
Digital Archives: A Case Study 

To commemorate the lSOth anniversary of the 
beginning of the American Civil War, Miami 

University Libraries created a dig ita I collection of 
important Civil War materials. 

http:/ /digital.li b.muohio.edu/ civilwar 
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Project Goals 
• Libraries' mission to promote unique 

materials 

• Promote use of manuscripts in Special 
Collections 

• Improve access to the collections 



The Collections 
• Civil War diaries of Union 

soldiers 

• Samuel Richey Collection of 
the Southern Confederacy 

• Selections from Miscellanea 
Collection, including Union 
soldiers' letters, slavery 
documents, and Abraham 
Lincoln letter 



Selection & Metadata 

• 

• 

• 

More is More: Scan 
Everything! 

Processed Collections Ideal 

Metadata for digital objects 
extracted from MARC 
records and finding aids 
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Website design 

• What system to use and why? 

• File formats and record structure 

(e.g. compound objects) 

• Batch upload/edit of metadata 

f4. CONTENTdm® 
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Viewers & handwritten files 

• Large & high-res files 

• General user expectations 

regard less of devices/browsers 

(e.g. zoom in/out & full screen) 

• Integration of viewers in 

different systems 

(e.g. Flash and non-flash) 

Large files 
i send very 

HoW 0 



Web accessibility 
• Transcripts are great ... but time-consuming G 

• Some crowd sourcing tools: 

- http:// open sou rcei ndexi ng. org 

- http://scripto.org 

- http://t-pen.org/ 
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~peech 
• Once you have text, 

you could create audio 
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Current website 
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Promotion of Collection 

• Incorporated into Library-wide Civil War 
programming, including symposium, book 
discussions, and film series 

• Distributed promotional 

products 

• Opportunities in classroom 

and reading room to publicize 

j Ml;un l Vnlver•ifY 
Llbrarle• 
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Publicity Opportunities 
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Future of Collection 
• Scanning and uploading more materials 

• Continued outreach and collaboration with 
faculty to incorporate collection in the 
classroom ... 

• Migrating to CONTENTdm 

Mianwi Univers ity 
Libraries 

Civil War 
Digital Collections 

http://digital.lib.muohio.edu/clvllwar/ 




