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National Digital Newspaper Program 

• Funded by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities 

• Managed by the Library of Congress
• Goals 

– Preserve historic newspapers 
– Provide increased access 
– Develop newspaper digitization standards 
– Build state partners’ capacity to cultivate local programs 

• Why newspapers?  
– Fundamental part of our historical record! Fundamental part of our historical record!



NDNP in Ohio 
• Phase 1: 2008-2010 

– 14 papers from 11 counties 
– 1880-1922 
– Almost 110,000 pages 

• Phase 2: 2010-2012 
– 26 papers from 21 counties (3 papers overlap) 
– Focus on Civil War era content (1845-1894) 
– 105,000 pages 

• Phase 3: 2012-2014 
– 32 titles from 25 counties  
– 1836-1921 
– German – Tägliches Cincinnatier Volksblatt (1914-1918) 
– Additional 100,000 pages 

 



Newspaper Selection 
• Advisory board 

– Librarians, educators, 
curators, archivists, etc. 

• Selection criteria 
– Historical significance 
– Geographical coverage 
– Chronological span 

• At least 1 paper from each 
OLHA region (10,000 
pages) 

• Represent as many Ohio 
voices as possible 



NDNP Technical Specifications 
• Structural metadata  

– Places images in correct order within issues, places issues in the 
correct order within newspaper title 

• 3 images
– Preservation TIFF 
– JP2 (for serving images on the web) 
– PDF (with embedded Optical Character Recognition [OCR] 

document to make pages keyword searchable) 

• XML files containing all structural metadata, title/reel/issue 
information, OCR 

 



Chronicling America 
• NDNP’s final product 
• Hosted by the Library of Congress 
• Contains over 6 million images from 1836-1922 
• Almost 1000 titles 
• 32 states + D.C. 
• Updated on rolling basis 



NDNP Participants 

New in 2012:  Iowa, Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina 



Chronicling America Home Page 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

Chronicling America Chronicling America Home PageHome PageHome Page



Searching Chronicling America 
• Basic and Advanced Search Options 

 



Search Results 



Viewing An Image 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoom        View Options (Text, PDF, JP2) 
Toggle Full Page      Clip Image (print)  
Navigation (page, issue)  
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Ohio Memory Newspaper Collection 

• View Options (Image, Text) 
• Zoom/Rotate    
• Print     
• Thumbnails 

View Options (Image, Text)



Promoting the Project 
• Two aspects: Chronicling America and newspaper 

digitization  

 



More Resources:  

NDNP-OH Project Wiki 

www.ohiohistory.org/newspapers 

NDNPNDNPNDNP OH Project WikiOH Project WikiOH Project WikiOH Project Wiki



More Resources:  

Ohio Digital Newspaper Portal 

www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/odnp  



Thank You! 
• Questions? Comments? 

– Jenni Salamon, Project Coordinator 
• jsalamon@ohiohistory.org 

 




